PUBLIC HISTORY CONSULTANTS’ PROPOSAL

FOR THE

CULTURAL HERITAGE TRAIL
Submitted December 13, 2004 by 

Amanda Jones
Bethany Natali
Heidi Hoopingarner
Nancy Germano
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning Organization seeks to develop a Cultural Heritage Trail (the Trail) incorporating the distinct cultural districts of Indianapolis.  The Organization further seeks to develop a portion of the Trail through the West Street corridor to preserve the memory of the corridor’s varied history and diverse community.  The West Street corridor is a significant cultural icon in the Indianapolis, Indiana, community and has been characterized by economic prosperity and decline, artistic creativity, technological innovation, and strong community.  

As a part of the overall Trail endeavor, the current focus is to develop the West Street corridor, which spans West Street from the intersection of West Street and Washington Street on the southern end to the intersection of West Street and Indiana Avenue on the northern end.  Consultants Amanda Jones, Bethany Natali, Heidi Hoopingarner, and Nancy Germano (the Consultants), in conjunction with the Public History Graduate Program at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, with funding from the Interdisciplinary Community Partnership grant, submit this proposal (the Proposal) that summarizes the Consultants’ research regarding the cultural history of the West Street corridor and how that cultural history may be preserved and incorporated into the Trail (the Project). 

	Following the Consultants’ preliminary research consisting of numerous interviews with clients and partners regarding the cultural history of the West Street corridor, four emergent themes were identified and incorporated into the Proposal.  The four themes identified have been characterized as follows: 

▪  Entrepreneurship
	▪  Community Spirit

	▪  Social Change
	▪  Diversity


The Proposal consists of eight sections that present the research completed thus far and the steps proposed to complete the development of the Project along the West Street corridor.  The Historical Background section identifies those elements and characteristics of the West Street corridor that have evolved into contemporary prominent cultural icons.  The Land Use Background section addresses the specific architectural and cultural history of the neighborhood landmark Bethel A.M.E. church.  The Research Plan section delineates the anticipated research needed in the future to complete the project effectively and suggests possible sources to undertake that research.  The Needs Assessment and the Significance sections outline the clients’ goals concerning the development of the Trail.  The Project Description section recommends five historical products be incorporated along the West Street corridor and includes preliminary plans for a kiosk, an oral history book, a compact disk music feature, various public art projects, and walking tours.  Finally, the Proposal includes Proposed Budget and Management Plan and Timeline sections to provide an approximate cost of completing the proposed Project. 

The Proposal’s recommendations promise to develop the portion of the Trail running through the West Street corridor by preserving the area’s rich history and reflecting the area’s diverse community.
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FOR THE

CULTURAL HERITAGE TRAIL 

Historical Background

Ethnic influences along Indiana Avenue, West Street, and Washington Street

The West Street corridor has been home to a wide variety of ethnicities and commercial and industrial sites since it was drawn into the first plans of the city of Indianapolis.  Initially, the land near the White River was considered undesirable due to the threat of malaria and thus remained unsettled in the early years of the city.  Consequently, African Americans who immigrated to the city before and after the Civil War were given the less desirable land on the West Street corridor. The African Americans who settled on the land were predecessors to the vibrant community along Indiana Avenue in the early twentieth century.  Similarly, a portion of the earliest European immigrants to Indianapolis also resided in the neighborhoods near West Street.  

 By 1870, the African American community in Indianapolis had grown considerably, though not receiving as large an influx of immigrants as other Northern cities.  Originally named Blacktown, many residents lived in tar paper houses, while working into more permanent housing.  Nineteen percent of the population of Ward 4, which contained the near Westside, was African American.  Most businesses in the area were operated by white citizens; however the Roberts Hotel on West Washington Street was started and operated by three African Americans.  Additionally, 29% of the population of Ward 4 was of European immigrants, 48% of which were German, 32% were Irish, and 16% were British.  Most immigrants worked and lived in the same neighborhoods.  Economically, Ward 4 was a mixture of lower and upper class residents within each ethnicity.  

As the nineteenth century continued, the Western European immigrants assimilated into the mainstream culture of Indianapolis, and many moved from their original neighborhoods along Indiana Avenue, West Street, and Washington Street.  The areas of West Street and Washington Street were becoming industrial and commercial sections.  The Indianapolis News and the Indianapolis Press were both located on West Washington Street.  Other common businesses included drug stores, banks, and dry goods stores.  Simultaneously, the African American newspapers, the Indianapolis Recorder and the Freeman, were on Indiana Avenue.  Other African American businesses included D. L. Nesbitt, a merchant tailor and The Favorite, a confectionary shop.  

By 1900 Indiana Avenue had developed into the center of the African American community in Indianapolis.  African American businesses were constructed along Indiana Avenue while the popularity of ragtime music led to the Jazz Age which later defined life and culture on Indiana Avenue.  Jazz clubs sprang up along the entire length of Indiana Avenue promoting national and local celebrities.  Furthermore, Indiana Avenue held a large variety of businesses that encompassed all the needs of the African American community, with grocers, druggists, and restaurants located next to the popular jazz clubs.  The presence of Madame C. J. Walker and the Walker Theatre were central to the heart of the Avenue.  Indiana Avenue remained a strong community through the depression, even becoming the site of one of the few Public Works Administration community housing projects in America, Lockefield Gardens.  A source of pride and stability, Lockefield Gardens was a large component of the African American community on Indiana Avenue.  Indiana Avenue was also complete with its own vices of gambling and alcohol, resulting from the prevalence of clubs and taverns.  However the strength and culture of the African American community continued through the 1940s.  

The West Street corridor would witness the arrival of a new group of immigrants, Eastern Europeans. By 1900 immigrants of Serbian, Romanian, Bulgarian, Macedonian and Greek origin settled in the area around Military Park.  Many came to Indianapolis due to political and social unrest in their home countries. Filling the vacancies left by the earlier Western European immigrants, the new Eastern Europeans created their own community along West Street and in the near Westside.  The 1900 census designated West Street in Ward 6.  Ward 6’s population was 20.2 percent Turkish Americans, a conglomerate name to include Syrians, Greeks, and Macedonians due to the existence of the Ottoman Empire.  Also, the census of the population of Ward 6 was listed as 10.1% French.  By the 1910s the French were moving out and being replaced by Romanians and more Turkish immigrants.  In 1920, 11.7% of the population of Ward 6 was Romanian, while the combined population of Wards 6 and 12 were 67.7% Turkish.  

Through the early 1900s the immigrants were able to create their own communities, erecting churches, such as the Greek Orthodox Church on 213 N. West Street and the Romanian Roman Baptist Church on 50 S. West Street.  The Macedonian Tribune was also located near West Street, first printed in 1927, and continues to serve its community of ethnic Yugoslavians, Greeks, and Bulgarians.  Many immigrants became self-employed, such as Peter Floros who owned his own confections shop along West Washington Street.  Many of the immigrant communities provided boarding houses for the newly arrived.  Many of the Greeks, Romanians and Macedonians worked for the railroads, meat packing plants, foundaries, and small businesses, such as tailors, bakeries, and coffeehouses.  The communities would establish many social clubs and labor organizations, such as the Lumina Romana Society in 1908 and the Bulgaria-Macedonian People’s Union.  Beginning in the 1920s and lasting through the 1940s many of the Eastern Europeans and their families would move out of the near Westside and up to 16th Street and other areas in the city.

 The area of Indiana Avenue would also face a slow decline brought on in the 1950s.  With the new popularity of Rock ‘n Roll, the Jazz scene began to fade and businesses began to leave the Avenue.  By the 1960s much of Indiana Avenue and the adjacent areas in the near Westside were in decline.  Many residential areas remained, filled mostly with African Americans.  Deemed a blighted area by the urban renewal sweep of the 1960s and 1970s, much of the land along Indiana Avenue and West Street was bought by the expanding campus of IUPUI.  Despite the physical decline of the neighborhoods many, such as Dr. John Liell, former IUPUI professor, recall the strong sense of community that continued to exist from establishments such as the Flanner House.  The Walker Theatre would experience major renovation and open as the Madame Walker Urban Life Center.  The spirit of Indiana Avenue continues on with the efforts of the Madame Walker Urban Life Center and the few remaining jazz clubs in operation.   

The West Street corridor, encompassing Indiana Avenue, West Street and Washington Street, has been home to a large variety of ethnic groups.  From the original settlers of African Americans and early Western European immigrants, the near West Street was a combination of residential and entrepreneurial endeavors.  While many lived and worked in the area, a sense of community developed, particularly for the African Americans along Indiana Avenue and, in the early 1900s, for the Eastern European immigrants.  Through periods of decline and shifting populations the West Street corridor continues its tradition as a place of civic gathering for a diverse Indianapolis.      

Madame Walker Theatre 

The Madame Walker Building was named for cosmetics maven Madame C.J. Walker. Walker began her career in the cosmetics industry in the early nineteenth century selling hair-care products under the name “The Walker System” and later expanded the company to include sixteen additional cosmetic products.  After Walker’s death in 1919, the Walker building became the world headquarters of Madame C.J. Walker’s cosmetic manufacturing.  Over the years, the building was home to restaurants, a community newspaper, billiard halls, taverns, and furnished apartments and rooms.  The building also housed barber and beauty shops, shoe repair, and cigar and jewelry stores.  The Walker Theatre, which occupies a significant portion of the Walker Building, was officially opened on December 28, 1927.  At its opening the theatre was “one of the finest in the country” and boasted such cutting-edge technological features as a $15,000 pipe organ and a specially-wired lighting system designed to complement the African-themed interior and exterior design of the building.  

The Walker Building’s prominent location in the 600 block of Indiana Avenue, which also intersects West Street, as well as its theatre and various businesses allowed for the building to become a recognizable gathering place for African Americans living in the segregated town of Indianapolis during the early twentieth century.  The prominent Walker Theatre helped attract entertainers and visitors from across the country and made Indiana Avenue a nationally-recognized hub of entertainment.  Indeed, in many ways the Walker Building represented the dual characteristics of entrepreneurship and recreation that defined Indiana Avenue at its peak and helped make it the center of a bustling African American community.

Business decline and rising crime occurring along Indiana Avenue and in surrounding neighborhoods during the late 1960s and early 1970s produced uncertainty regarding the future of the Walker Building and Theatre. In 1979, the Madame Walker Urban Life Center, Inc., a not-for-profit organization intent on saving the building was established and centered in the Madame Walker Building.  Increased focus on community revitalization, a 1981 refurbishment, and a growing number of new businesses located within the building aimed at community development and education suggest a promising future for the Madame Walker Building and Theatre.

Jazz on the Avenue

There were so many great musicians home grown here in Indianapolis that a Cultural Heritage Trail would not seem complete without highlighting this Indianapolis tradition.  For example, Wes Montgomery, the incredible jazz guitarist, was “discovered” by Cannonball Adderley in 1959 at an after-hours spot patronized by the local African American population called The Missile Lounge on West Street near downtown.   

The following overview by Duncan Schiedt sheds an interesting light on Indiana’s jazz history:

“Indiana was not a root-source of jazz, like New Orleans or the rural South or the great show-business capitals of New York and Chicago, but Indiana’s particular place was earned by its development of a style—its interpretation of music from other places.  The style might be called, for lack of a better name—‘Midwestern Jazz.’  Pre-dating the well-known ‘Chicago’ style by several years . . . it was an authentic ‘hot’ style, so evident in the number and variety of college bands which embraced it, beginning about 1920. . . . There are historical, sociological and geographical reasons why jazz thrived here.  A wide ethnic variety brought together people with special musical talents and traditions.  The immigrant Germans brought a love of choral music; the Anglo-Saxons contributed folk melody and songs; and the Southern Negro carried north a rhythmic instinct and earthy topical blues, both of which would permeate the new music.  All was part of the soil in which jazz would flourish.”  (p. vi)

Indiana Avenue is rich with history in music and African American-owned businesses.  Appendix A is a detailed map of the clubs and restaurants on the 400-500 block of Indiana Avenue from 1925 to 1950.  Although the heyday of Indiana Avenue was short lived, when put into a historical perspective, the life and death of Indiana Avenue provides us with clear evidence of (1) the thriving cultural communities and entrepreneurial spirit of Indianapolis, and (2) the need to question ways in which cultural communities are encouraged and supported in Indianapolis.  

The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad was an ingredient in Indianapolis’s past.  Included among the reported Underground Railroad sites in Indianapolis are the Bethel A.M.E. Church, currently located at West and Vermont Streets, and The Slippery Noodle Inn at the corner of South and Meridian Streets.  A recent research project regarding the Underground Railroad activity in Indianapolis was completed by Dona Stokes-Lucas, with a group of researchers, for the Freetown Village Living History Museum in June, 2001, sponsored by the Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology, Department of Natural Resources.  This research team focused on (1) what cultural and social activities the fugitive slaves engaged in on the Underground Railroad, (2) what stories are associated with Underground Railroad sites in Indianapolis, and (3) which of the stories can be used to document and preserve the Underground Railroad sites.   The team noted that their time, funding, and resources for this project were limited, and they noted a lack of written accounts and credible sources to be able to provide conclusive answers to their focus questions.  However, they identified a number of myths, legends, and stories that need to be investigated further and recommended that, among other investigations, additional research should be conducted by focusing on African American residents and communities in Indiana.

The multitude of references to Indianapolis’s role in the Underground Railroad in primary source literature and oral histories warrant pursuing and acknowledging this aspect of Indianapolis’s history.  For example, Colonel Cockrum’s book, History of the Underground Railroad, as it was Conducted by the Anti-Slavery League, includes a map of the Underground Railroad that shows its path going through Indianapolis (see Appendix B).  In addition, Cockrum notes that four-fifths of people in Indiana were sympathetic toward slaves.  After the Fugitive Slave Law was passed in 1850, people in Indiana were even more sympathetic.  According to Cockrum, the Anti-Slavery League was organized in Indiana so that there might be some method of helping the slaves to escape instead of the haphazard way in which it was being done by the unorganized few who were helping the runaways.  Organization of the Anti-Slavery League was in direct opposition to U.S. law at the time, “and its members fully understood the severe penalties which would be meted out to them if they were caught in the act of violating the law.”  He continues with a fair amount of detail regarding the different jobs performed by those in the organization, such as spies and agents, and describes the role common workers volunteered to play to advance the Underground Railroad.  With additional research, as suggested by Stokes-Lucas and her research team, these accounts can be cemented into our history and touted as part of our heritage as the “Crossroads of America.”

Transportation

Steamboats

One of the great new inventions at the turn of the 19th century was the steamboat.  The steamboats sped up travel.  They could go downstream twice as fast as a flatboat, but could also go upstream, unlike a flatboat.  The first steamboats arrived on the Ohio River in 1811 and within 30 years were all over the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers as well as the Great Lakes.  Due to the shallow depth of the White River, it was not heavily used for steamboat traffic and was quickly ruled out as a good way to transport goods from Indianapolis to the Ohio River. National Road

National Road

Congress first authorized the construction of the National Road in 1806.  Construction lasted from 1815 until 1852.  The entire road was federally funded.  Eventually it stretched from Cumberland, Maryland to St. Louis, Missouri; its total length was 824.15 miles, 156 of which were in Indiana.  It was the major east west highway during the pre-Civil War and Civil War periods. The National Road finally entered Indiana in 1829 at Richmond, on the Ohio border. The National Road, better know as Washington Street in Indianapolis, did not reach the capital until 1838.  Goods, materials, and workers for the National Road in Indianapolis came via the White River on steamboat.  Most laborers were German and Irish immigrants. Construction on the road was difficult.  Before the road even reached Indianapolis, a covered wooden toll bridge on stone pillars was built over White River.  The bridge was completed in 1834 and was two lanes wide.  White River flooded in 1847 and the bridge was washed away.  Another covered bridge was built, but was torn down in 1902.  

The National Road made Indianapolis a large transportation center.  Goods came to the city by stagecoaches and freight wagons.  Animals were also driven to market along Washington Street. The large volume of goods and people that came through Indianapolis on the National Road made Washington Street commercial. The businesses were simple, such as general stores, merchandisers, black smiths, hotels, and taverns.  No significant business was done off of Washington Street until the completion of the Madison Railroad in 1847.  

In the 1840s there was no pavement for roads.  The National Road was made of dirt for the most part and was eventually “paved” with wooden planks.  In Indianapolis, Washington Street was bouldered; it was one of the first streets in Indiana to be paved.  Gravel sidewalks were also added and widened from 15 to 20 feet.  Another upgrade Washington Street received was gaslights from Meridian to Pennsylvania streets.  The first lights were installed in 1851, by the Indianapolis Gas Light and Coke Company and were paid for by property owners from 1852 to 1859.  In 1859, a special tax for streetlights was established. Other upgrades included the first fire alarm bell on the corner of Washington and Glenn in 1863, and the watch tower was manned 24 hours a day.  A sewage system was also laid along Washington in 1870.  The courthouse was built on Washington Street between Alabama and Delaware Streets.  Extra room was left along Market Street for future buildings, one of which was to be a prison (today that is where the Marion County jail is located).   Despite these positive improvements, the National Road also brought problems, such as gamblers, shady ladies, and hard drinkers. In 1927 it became known as U.S. Route 40 and was one of the first federally funded highways in the United States. 

Railroads

Railroads became popular because trains could haul a lot of goods and people for a cheap rate.  The trails also made it possible for people to travel long distances in one day.  The first railroad in Indiana was built in Shelbyville and was only one mile long.  The first major steam railroad was completed in 1847 and went from Madison to Indianapolis.  Almost all of the railroads that were built went through Indianapolis, because it was the state capital.  Railroads helped make Indianapolis the state’s largest city and the center of transportation.  The trains arrived at Union Station, which was originally built in 1853.  The current Union Station opened in 1888 in the same location.  By 1900 the station saw 150 trains daily.  

Streetcars

Streetcars were first used in Indianapolis in 1864.  The system was put into place just in time to carry passengers from Union Station to the State Fair, then located at Military Park.  Mules originally pulled streetcars, but by 1894 all were electrically powered.  The disadvantage of mules was that they could only pull 12-14 people, but electric streetcars could carry 40 people.  

Interurban – Intercity Electric Railways

Indianapolis had one of the first and most extensive systems of interurbans (electric streetcars) that ran between and within cities.  Indianapolis was connected to every other major city in Indiana, except Evansville, by interurbans.  There were six different interurban companies; they combined forces by building one central station.  In 1916 there were 462 trains that traveled through Indianapolis, making it the world’s largest interurban station. The advantages to the interurbans were frequent service and good hours of operation.  The interurbans transported people and goods.  Goods could be delivered within one day of the order being placed.  Indianapolis also built large passenger and freight terminals.  The large terminals pioneered order dispatching, dining and sleeping cars, as well as express and post office cars.  The market and need for the interurbans declined as the auto industry grew in the 1920s and 1930s.

Automobiles

Before many other cities, Indianapolis boomed with automobiles.  It became a renaissance autoroute in the 1910s.  In 1911 the Indianapolis 500 was started and still continues today.  By 1919 almost all the animals were gone from the streets and automobile factories were built around the city.  Factories provided Indianapolis with more jobs, more traffic, and a building boom in the suburbs.  The auto industry was based about 10 blocks north of Indianapolis, between Meridian and Illinois streets.  By 1919 autoworkers outnumbered those in any other industry.  Indianapolis auto manufacturers built mostly expensive cars meant for the rich, including Marmon, Stutz, and Dusenburg.  Model T production in Indianapolis lasted from 1914 until 1933. There was an annual auto show at the Indiana State Fairgrounds each winter, which showcased the newest models.  The automobile craze caused gas stations to be established on street corners.  

Very few new roads were built from 1920 to 1942, and Indianapolis had two of the most heavily traveled crossroads, US 31 and Highway 40.  In 1925 the first traffic lights were put up at busy intersections.  Before the lights, there were many traffic jams due to cars, trolleys, and interurbans all sharing the same streets, and traffic had to be directed by police officers. 

An interstate system was built decades later to help with traffic flow. The interstate was built from East to West, but not from North to South because of the nicer neighborhoods.  Because of the interstate, the suburbs continued to grow, and people did not go downtown except to attend sporting events.  In 1970 Unigov was established for Marion County.  The county and city officials joined together, and more money was spent on improving roads, streets, and parking.  

Public Transportation

The Citizens’ Street Railroad Company opened the first public transportation system in Indianapolis in October of 1864.  The streetcar system had cars with cushioned seats that accommodated 16 passengers.  Mules pulled the cars over iron rails in the middle of the Indianapolis dirt streets.  By 1889 Citizen Company had begun to electrify the trolley lines.  This improvement helped the company, but by the 1920s the system was falling apart.  During the Great Depression, the Public Works Administration gave $3 million to help keep the company going.  Another man, by the name of Charles Chase, also built trolley lines.  More money and more trolley lines brought people back to traveling by trolley instead of by automobile.  

By the 1950s the combination of the automobile and suburbs hurt the streetcar system again.  Expressways were also built to better the city, but this let commuters drive to work along the same lines that the public transportation system ran.  In 1973 the failing public transportation system was taken over by the Indianapolis Pubic Transportation Corporation.  The bus lines were taken over and were subsidized by taxes to keep the system available and affordable to the general public.  

Greenway System

A Board of Park Commissioners was established in 1885 to develop a park system.  The parkways were created to connect existing parks and new parks that were in the works.  George Kessler was used as a landscaping consultant.  He wanted to reserve land along the Indianapolis rivers and streams to make tree-lined boulevards to connect the parks.  Along the boulevards, continuous parks were made.  Smaller parks and playgrounds were made in neighborhoods.  The Kessler Plan, as it was called, is responsible for White River, Fall Creek, Pleasant Run and Burdsal Parkways, as well as Garfield Park, and the stone bridges that Kessler designed.  

After the establishment of these original parks very little was done with the park system in Indianapolis until 1960.  Between 1960 and 1982 six countywide park plans were written.  These plans involved both the Indianapolis Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and the Indianapolis Department of Metropolitan Development (DMD).  The main goal was to produce a park system that was useable for all and included automobiles, drivers, bicyclists, hikers, joggers, and pedestrians.  Greenways provide an alternative form of transportation for its users.  People use the greenways to walk or ride a bike to their destination.  The greenways in Indianapolis also connect neighborhoods and different cultural areas.    

Central Canal

New York was the first state to complete a canal system; the Erie Canal was finished in New York in 1825.  The original construction of Indiana’s Central Canal was authorized by the Indiana State Legislature in 1836 under the Mammoth Internal Improvements Bill.  Indiana legislators, hoping to introduce the relative ease of water-based transportation to the largely land-locked state, wanted to mimic the success of New York’s Erie Canal by establishing a more than 400 mile canal system running across the state, with Indianapolis as the hub.  In that spirit, 62% of the total $10 million in funds designated by the Internal Improvements Act was allotted to canal construction. Despite this heavy investment, financial troubles and poor management would ultimately prevent the canal from ever extending beyond Broad Ripple to become an effective, state-wide system for water-based transportation.  

The original plan was for the canal to extend from Peru, Indiana, to the Mississinewa River, to the White River, through Indianapolis and on to Worthington.  In Worthington the Central Canal would meet the Cross-Cut Canal and travel 111 miles to Evansville.  Eleven locks and feeder dams were built on the White River.  By the end of June 1839, nine miles of the canal opened; however, this opening also marked the end.  The canal system was a good idea, but was hurt by fraud, ineptitude, national financial panic, cost overruns, and revenue shortfalls.  The Central Canal was sold in 1850 to private parties to help raise money to cover the cost of the canal.  

Prior to the canal’s actual construction, news of its development made the previously-unsettled and undesirable land to the west of the city near White River valuable property. Construction of the canal was largely undertaken using immigrant labor.  Digging the canal was difficult and the environment was dangerous, which resulted in a high death toll.  A report from the Indianapolis Department of Metropolitan Development stated that “malaria, cholera, powder blasts and kicks from mules caused roughly one life to be lost for ever six linear feet.”  Fallout from the Panic of 1837 coupled with poor management and corruption contributed to cessation of construction of the partially-completed canal in 1839.

Several settlements developed along the canal, both during and after its construction. Irish immigrants originally settled along the canal during the mid-nineteenth century. Cottontown was established on the west side of the canal and settled by laborers of a near-by cotton mill. Bucktown and Sleighgo were both African American settlements along the canal established after the Civil War.

By the late nineteenth century general neglect and a lack of funds for upkeep made the canal quite unsanitary and was further hindered by becoming an unofficial repository for residential and industrial waste.  Other maintenance problems such as floods went untreated and the canal began to decay.  As a result, residents along the canal were forced to deal with unsanitary conditions.  

In 1936 and 1966 developers wanted to turn the canal into a roadway.  The quest to develop the canal ended in 1971 when it was designated an American Water Landmark.  In 1972 the Indianapolis Water Company purchased the canal from the city and signed an agreement with the city to redevelop the canal for recreational space.  In 1976, the canal south of 20th street was deeded to the city.  And in the 1980s the southernmost section was turned into a pedestrian park.  Today, a restored portion of the canal is home to residences, offices, and museums.

Military Park

As the oldest park in Indianapolis, Military Park has served a variety of functions throughout its existence.  The fourteen-acre park, first known as Military Grounds, mentioned in the Indiana State Constitution, has been an important gathering place for the people of Indianapolis since its inception.  The earliest recorded use of Military Park as a military facility stems to the era of the Black Hawk War, when on June 3, 1832 McFarland was ordered to assemble 150 men on the grounds.  The resulting march to Chicago would become known as the Bloody Three Hundred.  During the Civil War, Military Park was the sight of encampment for the 13th Indiana Volunteer Regiment and General Lew Wallace’s Zouave Regiment.  The park’s name was then changed to Camp Sullivan.    

The first civic use of Military Park was recorded in 1822, when the city’s first July 4th celebration was held.  Furthering its tradition as a place of celebration and gathering, Military Park was the home of the first Indiana State Fair, lasting three days in 1852.  After the Civil War, the park’s name was changed to Military Park and designated a public park.  Transformed from a military camp, under the influence of a neighborhood citizen George Merritt, the park was redesigned with a pond, trees, and new sidewalk formations.     

Unfortunately, through the twentieth century Military Park was a largely neglected and ignored public space.  Gaining some recognition in 1969, Military Park was placed on the National Register of Historic Places for its military history.  In the 1970s the park was the subject of renewed interest.  With issues of urban renewal sweeping through the city, particularly on the near Westside and the expansion of IUPUI, the state of Military Park became a civic concern.  In 1980, the park was awarded a grant from the Lilly Endowment and Krannert Charitable Trust.  Military Park was incorporated into the White River State Park in 1981 and once more became a place of civic gathering, hosting a large variety of Indianapolis’s ethnic festivals and celebrations.

The history of Military Park relates the importance of community spirit to the West Street corridor, as its legacy as a gathering place continues to incorporate the diverse spirit of races and ethnicities of Indianapolis. 

land use background

Building Name: Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church

Location: 414 West Vermont Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Building History and Architecture 

Located on the northeast corner of West Street and Vermont Street, the Bethel A.M.E. Church is currently adjacent to the campus of IUPUI to the west, the Indianapolis Canal Walk to the east, Canal Square residential apartments to the south, and a private parking lot to the north. The portion of Vermont Street on which the building’s entrance faces is a segment of road without much vehicular traffic because Vermont Street does not cross over the canal and thus does not allow for “through-traffic.” 

The oldest section of the Bethel A.M.E. was erected between 1867 and 1869.  The former parsonage located on the east side of the building connects directly to the church and was built as part of the original construction project; it currently operates as the church’s office.  The Bethel A.M.E. board of trustees hired Indianapolis carpenter, Adam Busch, to construct the building at a total cost of $10,400.  In 1894 the tower and east and west gables were added to the church’s exterior.  Also in 1894, the sanctuary entrance was updated, and a pipe organ was added.  In 1973 and 1974 a three-story, stucco-coated metal framework façade was added to the portion of the building facing Vermont Street.  The three-story red brick church most prominently reflects Romanesque Revival architecture.  The tower, which extends to a fourth story, as well as a south-facing doorway containing the original stained glass are among the most striking historical architectural features of the exterior.

The building’s sanctuary reflects much of the original architectural plan, as well as the 1894 addition, but the seating plan has changed from what was likely a rowed pew plan to what is now auditorium seating. The pipe organ from the 1894 addition and remodeling project is still located in the sanctuary. The former parsonage also includes some original features most prominent of which is an original staircase located in the side stair hall.

Congregational History and Significance
The Bethel A.M.E. congregation has been active since its inception in 1836 and was alternately known as “Indianapolis Station” and, after the building was erected on Vermont Street and West Street, the “Vermont Street Church.”  The congregation was organized by barber, Augustus Turner, and originally operated out of Turner’s home.  In 1841 a new church building was built on Georgia Street, and the congregation worshiped in that location until a fire on July 9, 1862, believed to have been started by one or more pro-slavery arsonists due to the church’s supposed involvement in the Underground Railroad, destroyed the building.  Although the Underground Railroad operations were conducted in this prior location and by the time the new church was built in its current location Underground Railroad activities had ceased, the spirit of these brave people lives on in the congregation.

During the Civil War, Rev. Willis Revels, the pastor of the Church at the time, appealed to the governor of the State of Indiana to allow African Americans to serve in the war.  African Americans were not permitted to bear arms prior to approval of this appeal and, therefore, could not serve.  His appeal was published in the Indianapolis newspaper and was approved by the governor.  Crown Hill Cemetery includes a section for the African American Civil War soldiers.

The Bethel A.M.E. congregation has historically held a significant place within the community as the oldest-operating African American church in the state. In the early 1900s several organizations, including the Indianapolis chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the Ethical Culture Society, and the State Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, were all formed at the church.  Bethel also aided the establishment of other churches, including St. John A.M.E. Church, Coppin Chapel A.M.E. Church, and Wallace A.M.E. Church.  Prominent members of the black community during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century attended the church, including Madame C.J. Walker, F. B. Ransom, and George P. Stewart, the Indianapolis Recorder founder and publisher. 

Frances Stout was the Church’s designated historian until her death in January, 2004.  Ms. Stout kept hand-written notes as the secretary for the Church and maintained historical documents and artifacts of the Church.  A vast amount of her knowledge about the Church was based on her first-hand experience with the Church.  Ms. Stout passed along much of her knowledge of the Church to Olivia Lockhart, who is the Director of Lay Activities for the Church and unofficial historian following in Ms. Stout’s footsteps. 

research plan

The historical background provided in this Proposal is a general overview of the key buildings, relationships, and demographics that support themes of the Project.  Additional research needs to be completed for each of the themes and buildings mentioned above.  Due to limited time allotted for this proposal, the research done thus far includes some primary sources but relies heavily on secondary sources.  Additional research concentrating on primary sources is encouraged on each of the topics covered in the Historical Background section.  The following primary sources are recommended:

· Census records

· City directories

· Musical recordings

· Newspaper and journal articles, including those of ethnic groups and associations

· Oral histories (see Appendix C)

· Photographs

· Sanborn maps

In addition, further research is recommended using, but not limited to, the primary and secondary sources cited in the supplemental bibliography attached as Appendix D.  The research should be contextualized to highlight the effect of national issues on Indianapolis, and conversely, the impact Indianapolis and its cultural heritage has had on the nation.

The additional research should be divided and focused on the overall themes of entrepreneurship, social changes, community spirit, and diversity.  The Consultants recommends that focus subgroups be organized to concentrate on researching and developing each of these themes.   Each subgroup will consist of one member of the Consultants and one undergraduate student assigned to the Project.

The Consultants will construct an outline for the oral history interviews after confirming Indiana University Review Board’s (IRB) approval and identification of the interviewees.  The Consultants will conduct training for the undergraduate students, who will then conduct the oral histories.  Each subgroup will conduct oral histories related to their assigned theme.  Upon completion, the oral histories will be transcribed by clerical assistants and reviewed by the Consultants to determine applicability to each theme.  

Underlying each theme will be specific stations along the Trail (see Project Description below).  The subgroups will be assigned to specific stations and will conduct additional primary and secondary source research to provide the historical content and design for those stations.

It is expected that the Consultants will be required to work approximately 600 hours to complete the design and research phase of the Project described in the Proposal and will require assistance from four undergraduate students working approximately 600 hours in total.  In addition, two clerical assistants will be required to work approximately 100 hours in total.

needs assessment

In an effort to determine the needs and desires of the various clients sponsoring the Project, the Consultants interviewed Jane Henegar, Deputy Mayor for Public Policy for the City of Indianapolis, Brian Payne, President of the Central Indiana Community Foundation, Dr. Paul Mullins, Professor of Anthropology at IUPUI, and Dr. Jeffrey Wilson, Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies of Geography at IUPUI.  In addition, the Consultants interviewed Olivia Lockhart, Director of Lay Activities for the Bethel A.M.E. Church, to determine the Church’s desires regarding the Project.  

significance

The Trail will provide an anchor for a sense of place for downtown Indianapolis.  The Project will integrate the history of Indianapolis with the Trail with focus on the city’s rich cultural history.  The Project will make this cultural history available to visitors in a variety of displays with photographs, artifacts, audio, video, and text.  

While the Trail will promote health and recreation, environmental improvement, and expand the dimension of downtown Indianapolis, the Project will provide Trail visitors with educational opportunities and a connection to Indianapolis.  Utilization of the oral history interviews will create a sense of community ownership and expression.

Another benefit of the Trail is the promotion of tourism for the city of Indianapolis by offering visitors a unique and innovative experience to engage directly in the cultural heritage of Indianapolis.  The Project will focus specifically on the history being presented to visitors to the West Street corridor of the larger Trail.

project description

The Project is designed with the intent of meeting the goals voiced by clients sponsoring the Project and hopes to represent the heritage and future of the people and businesses along the West Street corridor.  Under the heading Physical Trail Representation is the description of the Consultants recommendation for displaying through kiosks and public art the heritage and history of the West Street corridor along the Trail.  The heading Products of the Trail reflect long-term considerations of the trail.  The rich history behind the trail can lead to numerous, physical products for visitors to purchase, and to serve as important historical resources for later generations.  Public Programs begins to explain the potential for educational and informational outreach which the Trail can provide to the city of Indianapolis and its inhabitants. 

Physical Trail Representation

Kiosks

The Consultants propose utilizing three multi-layered kiosks to interpret and present the historical information introduced above to visitors along the Trail.  The kiosks will be located at the following three locations:  (1) Indiana Avenue at West Street, (2) Bethel A.M.E. Church, (3) Washington Street at West Street.  The layers of information in the kiosks will include photographs, video, music, interactive storytelling and oral histories, and maps (prepared by Geography Department at IUPUI working with the Trail sponsors).  A detailed description of the proposed construction and costs for the kiosks is attached to this Proposal as Appendix E. 

Signposts

The Consultants propose including signposts at key locations as part of the Project.  The signposts will be metal photo process displays which include text and photographs.  The Consultants further suggest exploring the use of personal digital assistants (PDAs) as an additional feature of the signposts, as details of this capability were not readily available.  Additional research is required to determine the feasibility of this cutting-edge option for the signposts.   

Public Art

The Consultants are aware of the clients’ desires to include public art along the Trail.  The Consultants propose that the art relate to the same themes that are expressed in the public history displays.  Due to the National Road, the Central Canal, White River, and the railroad, transportation had a large impact on Indianapolis.  One suggestion is to create an art piece that shows the types of transportation in Indianapolis and the other major cities to which Indianapolis was connected. 

Another idea is to represent the history of slaves in the United States and the Underground Railroad.  Slaves kept family records on quilts that were passed down through the generations.  Each square told part of a family’s history.  A “quilt” can be made out of tiles that tell the stories of children in Indianapolis today.  A school or community center can have students create a tile that tells a part of their life and then all the tiles can be assembled as the artist sees fit.  The tradition of the quilt can be told on a plaque next to the art piece. 

The Consultants understand that a mural on Indiana Avenue is a desired feature for the Trail.  The mural will represent a few well-known buildings on Indiana Avenue during its heyday.  The Consultants recommend that lights and music be incorporated into the mural; these additions will attract visitors day and night. 

The West Street corridor along with Indiana Avenue has also been a place of great racial diversity over the history of Indianapolis.  The Consultants recommend a public art display that shows how the races have gradually learned to accept one another, while representing the difficulties that still need to be overcome. 

These suggestions are ideas that the Consultants think will enhance the visitors’ understanding of history on the West Street corridor, as well as incorporate the public art that the clients are seeking.  Combining these two facets will bring unity and continuity to the Trail.   

Products of the Trail

Oral History Book

As part of a long term goal for the Trail, the Consultants recommend publication of the oral histories conducted in the summer of 2005.  The Consultants believe that the oral history interviews that will be conducted will contain valuable, first-hand information and accounts of the heritage of the West Street corridor.  Therefore, upon the recommendation of the Consultants, an edited compilation of the transcribed oral histories should be published and made available to the general public.  The oral history book could be published by the Indiana Historical Society Press, following the author guidelines provided by the IHS Press.  If published by the Indiana Historical Society, the book of oral histories could be sold at the IHS, the Indiana Historical Bureau, the Indiana State Museum, and made available at online booksellers or through the current Trail website.  The Consultants also recommend incorporating the entire Trail project into the publication of oral histories should other oral histories be conducted in the other phases of the Trail’s construction.  Furthermore, the Consultants also recommend as long-term publications: Trail guide books; atlases, historic or thematic (in conjuncture with the Geography Department of IUPUI); and books compiling the photographic resources available on the Trail.    

Music Compact Disk

At each kiosk, as part of the Project, music will play a part to create an ambience signifying the musical heritage of Indiana.  The kiosk positioned at the corner of Indiana Avenue and West Street will showcase the Indiana jazz musicians and the history of the music venues in that area.  The Consultants propose to conduct additional research to locate a representative sampling of original recordings, photographs, and videos of Indiana musicians, such as Wes Montgomery, J. J. Johnson, Jimmy Coe, and Hoagy Carmichael.  This music history will be presented in chronological order and will highlight the various influences on the development of a musical culture in Indianapolis.  The Project’s focus on Indiana’s musical talent will instill pride in Indianapolis residents and bring well-deserved recognition to this other side of Indianapolis that is not widely known.

The Consultants recommend that a future project be adopted to create a compact disk of the music showcased in the Project.  The compact disk could be narrated with historical information and stories relating to the artists.  This historical music compact disk could be marketed to visitors with the proceeds used for maintenance of the Trail.

Public Programs

Walking Tours

The Consultants propose the inclusion of seasonal, guided walking tours along the West Street corridor and the stretch of Indiana Avenue from West Street to the Canal.  Guided walking tours will enhance visitor experience along the corridor by providing a unique opportunity for education and interaction.  The Consultants suggest thematically-based walking tours focusing on entrepreneurship, diversity, social change, and community spirit. 

Tours can be given by trained volunteers, including students of IUPUI, with a minimal fee charged to defray the cost of giving the tour.  Weekly tours offered during set times during the weekend months of May through October will likely incorporate the greatest number of interested participants.  Collaboration with the Indiana Landmarks Foundation is recommended.

Interdisciplinary Student Programs

The Consultants propose that student programs for elementary through secondary students be developed for teachers to incorporate the lessons available along the Trail.  Appendix F includes a list of recommended student programs in the subjects of math, English, history, physical education, music, and science.

PROPOSED budget

The following is a preliminary budget for the limited scope of this Project based on the Consultants’ research of similar projects with the desired design and technology:

	Item
	Description
	Estimated Cost

	Graduate Student Consulting Fees
	Consulting fees for four Consultants providing approximately 150 hours each at $15.00 per hour
	$9,000

	Undergrad Student Salaries
	Four undergraduate students working approximately 150 hours each at $10.00 per hour
	$6,000

	Oral History Transcriptions
	Two clerical staff members transcribing approximately 20 oral interviews requiring approximately 100 hours at $8.00 per hour
	$1,600



	Kiosk Design and Construction
	Three kiosks with appropriate heating and cooling systems with limestone façade (see Appendix E)
	$13,200

	Kiosk Technology
	Three large kiosks with touchscreen monitor  and multimedia computer with audio and video programming 
	$80,000

	Kiosk Historical Content Development
	Photos, videos, music, and text displays
	$10,000

	Historical Signposts
	Five metal photo process displays
	$1,000

	Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) Compatibility
	Linked to five Historical Signposts
	$10,000

	TOTAL
	
	$130,800


In addition to the fixed costs listed above, the kiosks, PDA compatibility, and signposts will require maintenance in future years.  The cost of this ongoing maintenance cannot be estimated at this time.

management plan and timeline

The following table outlines the Consultants’ estimated schedule for research, development, and design for the Project:

	Spring Semester 2005
	Identify and recruit undergraduate students from History 217 and clerical assistants

	Spring Semester 2005
	Seek IRB approval for oral history interviews

	May 2005
	Confirm oral history interviewees 

	May 2005
	Train undergraduates for oral history interviews and begin conducting oral histories

	May 2005
	Transcribe oral history interviews as completed 

	May 2005
	Search for designers and builders for kiosks, technology, and signposts

	May 2005
	Create research subgroups and assignments for topics and stations and begin research assignments

	June 2005
	Review and assimilate transcribed oral histories

	June 2005
	Continue working with designers and builders

	June 2005
	Continue research assignments

	June 2005
	Conclude conducting and transcribing oral histories

	July 2005
	Conclude research assignments

	July 2005
	Conclude interpretation of oral histories

	July 2005
	Finalize kiosk design blueprints and historical content designs

	August 2005
	Submit summary of tasks completed and proposal for next phase of Project


CONCLUSION

The Consultants propose that the Project highlight four overarching themes of Indianapolis:  entrepreneurship, social change, community spirit, and diversity.  The cultural heritage of Indianapolis is varied and rich.  The Trail is a viable avenue for highlighting the spirit of Indianapolis today as a reflection of its history.  

As part of the first phase of development of the Trail, this Project will be a model for the remaining phases of the Trail.  With that in mind, the Consultants seek to bring a high level of artistic and historic interpretation to the Project.  The Consultants propose sharing the history of Indianapolis with Trail visitors by means of multi-layered kiosks that will appeal to visitors with photographs, video, music, text, and technology.  In addition, the Consultants propose long-term plans for an oral history book, a musical compact disk, assistance with public art projects, and collaboration for development of walking tours.  

The Consultants’ goals are to allow visitors on the Trail to experience Indianapolis, to provide residents with a sense of place, and to proudly display the culturally-diverse heritage of Indianapolis.  Based on the preliminary research completed by the Consultants as outlined in this Proposal, it is fully expected that these goals can be met.  The Consultants believe that the proposed budget is well within reason and can be met as well.  The Consultants’ hope is that this Proposal will be accepted and that work can begin in the spring of 2005.
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APPENDIX B—MAP OF INDIANA AVENUE
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APPENDIX C--ORAL HISTORIES

The following is a list of possible candidates for oral history interviews that have been suggested to the Consultants during the process of gathering information for this proposal:

Bethel A.M.E. Church Members

· Dorothy Ferguson

· Ernestine Mail

· Bernice Bohanan

· Martha Jackson

Community Members

· A’lelia Bundles (Madame C. J. Walker’s granddaughter)

· Members of the Fall Creek YMCA

Lockefield Gardens Residents

· Ken Adams

· Other residents to be referred by Ken Adams

Madame Walker Theater

· Cynthia Holmes Gardner

Ransom Place Contacts

· Cynthia Holmes Gardner

· Harold Rominger
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Tobin, Jacqueline L. and Dobard, Raymond G., Phd.  Hidden in Plain View, a Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground Railroad.  New York, New York:  Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc., 1999.  [The authors of this book researched and present the controversial claim that quilts were part of the African American oral tradition and that a secret communication system of employing quiltmaking terminology as a message map aided slaves escaping on the Underground Railroad.]  

Underground Railroad.  Special Resource Study, Management Concepts / Environmental Assessment.  United States Department of the Interior; National Park Service; Denver Service Center.  September, 1995.  [The National Park Service conducted this study at the direction of Congress to learn how to best interpret and commemorate the Underground Railroad, with emphasis on routes before the Civil War.  This was a national study, but includes Indiana, and specifically references the Levi Coffin House and the Bethel A.M.E. Church.]

Transportation

Abbott, Carl.  “Indianapolis in the 1850s: Popular Economic Thought and Urban Growth.”  Indiana Magazine of History.  Vol. 74, no 4 (1978).  [Indianapolis was at the center of railroad development in the 1850s and much economic growth and development occurred.  This book would be good to learn more about the economic impact the railroad had on Indianapolis.]

Bogart, Charles H.  “Frankfort’s Streetcars and Interurbans: The Bluegrass Route.”  Register of the Kentucky Historical Society.  Vol. 95, no 4 (1997).  [This article tells how Frankfort, KY, was changed by interurbans, which had taken over streetcars.  It also tells how cars quickly became the norm.  This article would be helpful to compare and contrast changes interurbans brought to Indianapolis and other cities.] 

Dolzall, Gary W. and Stephen F. Dolzall.  Monon: The Hoosier Line.  Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2002.  [The history of Monon Railroad line is given in this book, it covers the origins of the railroad, bankruptcy, years of change, the end of the Monon and personal memoirs.  A good source to use because the Monon will be attached to the Trail.]

Harlan, Rita W. “The Central in the City: The Impact of Central Canal in Indianapolis, 1836-1900.”  MA thesis, Indiana University, 1996.  [Tells a lot of the business history on the canal.  Her bibliography would be good to look at for additional sources.]

Rezneck, Samuel.  “A Travelling School of Science on the Erie Canal in 1826.”  New York History.  Vol. 30, no 3 (1959).  [This article explains how the School of Science was conducted on the Erie Canal.  It could be helpful for seeing what types of science lessons were given and what other uses there were for the canal.]

Scheiber, Harry.  “The Ohio Canal Movement, 1820-1825.”  Ohio Historical Quarterly.  Vol. 69, no 3 (1960).   [This article explains the construction process of the Ohio canal system and the surrounding politics.  This reading would be a good comparison/contrast piece for the Indiana’s canal system history.]

Warner, Sam Bass.  Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston, 1870-1900.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1962.  [This book would be helpful to find out more information about how streetcars affected cities and the larger impact of streetcars on the nation.]

Central Canal and Related Topics

Bourne, Russell.  Floating West: the Erie and Other American Canals.  New York: Norton, 1992. [Examines the height of canal construction in the United States during the nineteenth century.  Focuses most centrally on the Erie Canal, the inspiration for Indiana’s Central Canal.]

Carlisle, Ronald C., ed.  Canals and American Cities: Assessing the Impact of Canals on the Course of American Urban Life.  Pennsylvania: Canal History and Technology Press, 1994. [Examines canal building from a national perspective.]   

Fatout, Paul.  Indiana Canals.  West Lafayette: Purdue University Studies, 1972.  [Integrates individuals’ anecdotes with the development and decline of Indiana’s canal system.]

Way, Peter.  Common Labour: Workers and the Digging of North American Canals 1780-1860. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1993. [Broader discussion of the experiences of canal workers; suggests canal laborers’ experiences to be different from other laborers.]

Walker Theatre

Bundles, A'Lelia P. “Madame C.J. Walker to Her Daughter A’lelia Walker—the Last Letter.” Sage: A Scholarly Journal on Black Women 1984 1(2): 34-35.  Abstract: [Discusses Walker’s career and includes her final letter to her daughter prior to her death.]

Drachman, Virginia G.  Enterprising Women: 250 Years of American Business. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002.  [Examines American females working in the field of business from 1750-2000; a contextual piece for understanding Madame C.J. Walker within a national scope.]

McCraw, Thomas K.  American Business, 1920-2000: How it Worked. Illinois: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2000.  [Good contextual background for entrepreneurship and business.]

Peiss, Kathy.  Hope in a Jar: the Making of America’s Beauty Culture.  New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1998. [Contextual background for Walker’s cosmetic business]

Rooks, Noliwe Makada. “Hair-Raising: African American Women, Beauty Culture, and Madame C.J. Walker.” Ph.D. diss., University of Iowa, 1994. [A dissertation examining historical perspectives on African American women’s hair care and the role of the “Walker System” in those definitions.] 

Photographs

http://images.indianahistory.org [The Bass Photo Collection, the Indianapolis Recorder, and the Fox Collection of photographs.]

APPENDIX E—PROPOSED KIOSK CONSTRUCTION

Proposed Kiosk Construction

December 7, 2004

Re:
Description of Kiosks and

Estimated Construction Costs

Description of Kiosks

These kiosks are to serve as interpretative stations along the Indianapolis Cultural Heritage Trail, and therefore, can be designed and constructed in several different ways.  The description of the kiosks here represents just one idea.  

Dimensions of kiosk – The four-sided square feature will have side dimensions of about 3’-0” to 4’-0” and a height of about 6’-0” to 8’-0”.

Wall construction – All four walls will consist of 4” of exposed to view rough or smooth limestone laterally tied to a backup (i.e. not exposed to view) 6” thick concrete masonry wall that will form the interior faces of the kiosk.  The masonry walls will be reinforced and anchored to the foundation to safely resist all code-required lateral loads.  The limestone piece sizes and their layout can vary to provide the exact desired architectural visual effect.  Three of the walls will appear as solid limestone walls.  The fourth wall will have block-outs in the limestone/masonry wall for a touch computer screen, maps and other information.  The exterior face of the limestone can be vertical or can be sloped or battered.  If the battered look is selected, then the limestone pieces at the base would need to have their thickness increased.

Roof construction over the kiosk – A concrete slab will bear on the interior 6” masonry walls.  The slab will cantilever a few inches beyond the limestone face on three sides.  The slab will cantilever about 3’-0” beyond the limestone face of the wall with the computer screen and information to provide some protection from the elements to those visiting the kiosk.  The waterproofing roofing material on the slab will be an adhered roofing membrane.

Support of the kiosk - A large concrete pedestal with plan dimensions that match the side dimensions of the kiosk will support the kiosk.  The pedestal in turn will be supported by a 12” thick mat footing whose bottom elevation will be approximately 3’-0” below final grade to provided the code-prescribed frost heave protection.

Electrical hookup - The electrical hookup required for each kiosk can be supplied in different ways.  

Access to the inside of the kiosk - Access to the interior of the kiosk and the electronics for maintenance and upgrade will be achieved through the block-out for the touch screen or other block-out.

Estimated Construction Cost

The estimated cost of each kiosk would be approximately $4,000. If heating or cooling is needed for the electronics, another $400 should be added.  This excludes electrical hookup and getting to the electrical supply from the kiosk.

APPENDIX F—INTERDISCIPLINARY PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Interdisciplinary Lesson Objectives for the West Street Corridor

Bethel A.M.E.

Mathematics – Students will calculate the average time it took a slave to travel from Georgia to Indianapolis via the Underground Railroad using documents provided at the church.

English – Students will recall and record a time when they had to rely and trust someone else with their life.

History – Students will tour the church and learn about its importance to the Underground Railroad and NAACP in Indianapolis.

Central Canal

Physical Education – Students will walk along the canal or if budget and age allow will rent pedal boats.

Mathematics – Students will calculate the average time it took a boat of goods to travel from Broad Ripple to Indianapolis.  

English/History – Students will create a log of boats traveled on the Central Canal for a given week or month using documents provided by the tour guide. 

History – Students will construct a time line of the Central Canal in Indianapolis.

Science – Students will conduct an experiment, using the scientific method, on the water for the presence of algae and bacteria.  Physics students will calculate the maximum weight a boat (specific type with length and weight of boat included) can carry while traveling the canal due to the shallow depth.  

Indiana Avenue

Physical Education – Students will tour Indiana Avenue by foot.  

Mathematics – Students will count music.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of fractions by clapping and holding the beat for the appropriate count.  

English – Students will write a paragraph about their favorite jazz instrument or musical selection that they heard on the tour.  Students will compose lyrics to a song about jazz.

History/Music – Students will listen to jazz that was heard on Indiana Avenue.  Students will see and hear the different jazz instruments.  Students will learn about the history and importance of jazz on Indiana Avenue and/or in the United States. 

Madame Walker Theater

Physical Education – Students will learn some type of dance, ballroom, Spanish, etc.

Mathematics – Students count to a beat while dancing.  Students analyze a page from a recordkeeping book for Madame Walker’s business and figure the total sales for that day.

English – Students will compose a paragraph about a business they would like to start and why.

History – Students will tour the theater and listen to the guide showing the theater and telling about Madame Walker.

Science – Students will conduct an experiment using the scientific method that Walker’s business would have conducted to test products.

Military Park

Physical Education – Students will march a traditional Civil War march.

English – Students will compose a paragraph about what they think life would have been like living in Military Park during preparation for war.  Students will write about their excitement for the first State Fair, as if they were children in 1852.

History – Students will learn the history of Military Park either before or during their visit, and look at and listen to the Congressional Medal of Honor memorial.  The history needs to include Military Park’s importance during the wars as well as a social gathering place.

Music – Students will hear a few traditional bugle calls used during war.  

� Information in this appendix was obtained courtesy of an Indianapolis-based structural engineer and was provided to the Consultants on an informal basis.  Values are approximate and subject to change.  Information constitutes only one of several possible kiosk designs. 
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